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Press release: for immediate release

Brussels, 12 July 2010
SAFER INternet day award ceremony
Today 12 July 2010 three young European winners from Lithuania, Poland and Romania were rewarded for their participation in the Safer Internet Day 2010 Quiz. Hosted by Insafe - the European network promoting safe and responsible use of internet and mobile devices to young people - and the Romanian Sigur.info Consortium, the award ceremony took place in the traditional setting of Bran, Romania. Thanks to the support of key industry partners Liberty Global Inc. and Microsoft, the winners are also participating in a youth summer camp along with 50 other teens. Together they will learn more about online safety.

[image: image1.png]Because Insafe believes that the internet safety champions should be given the same status as sports champions, it is important to highlight young people who demonstrate prowess in the field. Through this competition the Insafe network reasserts its commitment to encouraging young people to behave responsibly online. The winners will be promoted as Insafe youth ambassadors for online safety and help to spread ideas about how to keep the internet safe for everyone who uses it.

Almost 20,000 youths between 9-15 years of age took part in the quiz on the theme “Think before you post!”, clearly illustrating the success of Safer Internet Day among young people.

Next year, Safer Internet Day will be organised on 8 February 2011 and will deal more specifically with virtual worlds, with a campaign based on the slogan “It’s more than a game, it’s your life”. Stay posted on www.saferinternetday.org. 
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Further information

a) About Insafe
Insafe is the European Safer Internet awareness-raising network co-funded by the European Commission and coordinated by European Schoolnet. The network bring together Helplines and youth panels in most of the 27 EU countries in which it operates, and organise Safer Internet Day with dedicated committees in a further 32 countries worldwide. It aims at empowering users to benefit from the positive aspects of online technology whilst avoiding the potential risks (see www.saferinternet.org).  
b) About Safer Internet Programme
The Safer Internet plus programme aims to promote safer use of the Internet and new online technologies, particularly for children, and to fight against illegal content and content unwanted by the end-user, as part of a coherent approach by the European Union.
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